
“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
 

The Catholic Community of the East End of Pittsburgh 

Website  saintmarymagdalenepgh.org                All our churches are accessible.                           @smmppgh 

stmarymagdalenepgh.org
https://www.facebook.com/smmppgh/?modal=admin_todo_tour


BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
are due no later than 9 am on Monday 

for the next week’s bulletin. 
 

Larger announcements must be submitted  
a week prior to the Monday deadline. 

 

bulletin@stmarymagpgh.org 

ST. BEDE CHURCH  
509 South Dallas Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
718 Franklin Avenue, Wilkinsburg PA 15221 

 

MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL CHURCH  
7705 Bennett Street, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

PARISH OFFICE 
509 South Dallas Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15208 
 

parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
Phone:412.661.7222  
Fax: 412.661.9337 

Parish Phone Number: 412.661.7222 
 

Pastoral Staff  
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor “2”; tburke@diopitt.org 
Rev. David Taylor, Senior Parochial Vicar “3”;  

dtaylor@diopitt.org 
 

In Residence 
Rev. James Adeoye jamesadeoye@yahoo.com 
Rev. Augustine Temu temuago@yahoo.com 
 

Office Staff 
Frank Grande “4”; businessmanager@stmarymagpgh.org 
Terri Price “0”; parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Religious Education  
Teresa Maynor  412.661.7222; tmaynor@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Music Ministries 
Jennifer Gorske, Director of Music Ministries   

412.370.2638; jgorske@stmarymagpgh.org 
Carla LaRocca DiDonato 412.422.2460;  

clarocca@stmarymagpgh.org 
Pat Morgan 412.425.3834; pmorgan@stmarymagpgh.org 
Gerard Rohlf 412.657.7570; grohlf@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Safe Environment 
Melissa Viator 412.661.7222; mviator@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Social Ministry & Community Outreach 
Anne Scheuermann 412.241.1309 or “8” 

ascheuermann@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Holy Rosary Food Bank “9” 
 

Media & Communications 
Cathy Raffaele  “5”; craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 
Glennen Lloyd  parishnewsletter@stmarymagpgh.org 
Bulletin  bulletin@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Housekeeping/Maintenance 
Paul Denk, Michael Natalia, Annette Shunk 
 

Principals 
Sr. Thea Bowman Catholic Academy:  Ms. Stephanie Michael   

412.242.3515;  info@stbca.net;  sistertheabowman.org 
St. Bede School: Sr. Daniela Bronka   412.661.9425;  

info@saintbedeschool.com;  saintbedeschool.com 

Stone Soup Community Garden (near 

the corner of Ardmore Blvd and Franklin Ave in Wil-
kinsburg) is beginning its 2020 season.  It is a project 
of St. Mary Magdalene Social Ministries and Commu-
nity Outreach.   
 

If you are interested in utilizing a bed or two in the 
garden to grow vegetables, fruits, and/or flowers, or 
would like to volunteer with planting, watering, weed-
ing and/or harvesting over the season, please contact 
Michael Drohan at drohanmichael@yahoo.com or 
412.271.8414  

Offertory 
May 17   $7,662 

 

PSP Goal  $153,393   Received  $59,116 
 

Faith Direct and the total for all collections  
will be reported at the end of the month. 

Stewardship   

Body Soap and Disinfecting Products 
are requested for our parish pantries during the month 
of May.  Please take donations to the Parish Office at 
509 S. Dallas Avenue in Point Breeze.  It is preferred 
that donations be brought between 10 am and 5 pm 
Monday through Friday.  If not, they can be left on the 
front or back porch.   
 

It is suggested (but not necessary at this time) that 
donations no longer be put in plastic bags but recycla-
ble bags which will then be used at the pantries.   

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

May Letter Writing is again focused on 

seeking an increase to the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP).  Congress will hopefully 
be voting on another stimulus package to lessen the 
negative economic impact of the pandemic.   
 

Letters will be available on our website to print and 
mail. 
 

To send your letters electronically to Congress this 
month, we can use the help of the Bread for the World 
website.  They make it easier to send our emails to 
our U.S. Senators and Representatives.  Just go to 
www.bread.org/coronavirus.  Underneath “Take Ac-
tion”, click on “Write to Congress Now”.  Fill in the ap-
propriate fields.  You can add to the letter prepared 
there to make it more personal.  You can indicate you 
are a parishioner of St. Mary Magdalene Parish where 
we have two pantries and so are aware of the great 
need.  Our numbers have been increasing.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Joyce at 
412.780.5118. 
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PASTOR’S NOTE 
  

Let Us Pray! 
 
Nineteen years ago, May 26, 2001, I 
made a commitment to God, my 
family, and my church. I was or-
dained to the priesthood with five of 
my classmates: Fr. Tony Gargotta, 
Fr. Terry O’ Connor, Fr. Michael 
Stumpf, Fr. Bob Vular, and Fr. Clint 
Zadroga. I love being a priest and I 
love being your pastor here at St. 

Mary Magdalene Parish. A lot has changed in nineteen 
years, but I continue and learn and grow in priesthood 
every day. Let us pray that more men and woman may 
answer the Lord’s call to serve the church and live out 
their vocation. 
 
This weekend we celebrate the Seventh Sunday of East-
er. The readings focus on prayer. In the first reading 
from the Acts of the Apostles, we read how the Apostles 
return to Jerusalem as the Risen Lord instructed them 
and devote themselves to prayer. In the Gospel of John, 
we continue to read the “farewell discourse” at the Last 
Supper and read what scripture scholars refer to as “the 
priestly prayer.” Jesus addresses a final prayer to his 
Father on behalf of his disciples. This prayer serves as a 
summary of Jesus’ entire mission while on earth. Jesus 
promised to be with us always and surrounds us with a 
faith-filled community.   
 
As we celebrate this Memorial Day weekend and pre-
pare for Pentecost next weekend, let us pray that we all 
be one and God Bless America. 
 

Let Us Pray! 
 
Please note that St. Mary Magdalene Campuses re-
main closed for private prayer until further notice. 
There are no daily or Sunday Masses and confes-
sions are by appointment. The parish office remains 
open daily Monday thru Friday. We will keep you 
posted when we can reopen the churches. Each par-
ish in the diocese of Pittsburgh is taking the bish-
op’s opening directives on a case by case basis. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding during 
this transitional time.  
 
 
Parish Improvements 
 
Mariani & Richards Incorporated continues to spot 
point and repair mortar outside of St. James Church. 
While working on the roof, they found many pieces of the 
shingles have blown off. We are working with S & N roof-
ing to get them repaired. 
 
Toth Carpeting and Flooring of Munhall has complet-
ed installing the new flooring in the St. Bede School Caf-
eteria. Our maintenance staff, Paul Denk and Michael 

Natalia are giving the cafeteria walls a fresh coat of paint 
and we will be installing new window blinds in the next 
few weeks.  
 
Also, several of the classrooms and hallways at St. Bede 
School will be painted and the “Robe Room” (side sacris-
ty of St. Bede Church) will be getting a fresh coat of 
paint. 
 
Comcast Business has completed installing a new of-
fice phone system to connect to all three campuses. We 
have connected the main parish office on South Dallas 
Avenue (St. Bede Campus), with the Holy Rosary Recto-
ry and St. James Rectory. The Holy Rosary Food Bank 
and St. James Ministry Center also received new phones 
and are now connected to the main office phone system. 
Please note that the former St. Charles Lwanga Parish 
number, 412.731.3020, and St. James Parish number, 
412.241.1392,  are no longer in service and will go di-
rectly to our main number 412.661.7222.  
 
Please note that all parish business mail: envelopes, 
letters, etc., should be mailed to our main address:   
Press 0 - for the Parish Office and Terri Price  
Press 2 - Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
Press 3 - Fr. David Taylor, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Press 4 - Frank Grande, Business Manager 
Press 5 - Cathy Raffaele, Media & Communications Coordinator 
Press 8 - Ministry Center, Wilkinsburg 
Press 9 - Holy Rosary Food Bank, Homewood 
 
In the next few weeks Teresa Maynor, our Director of 
Religious Education, and Melissa Viator, our Safe Envi-
ronment Coordinator will be receiving their own exten-
sions. 
 
In Memory of Paul Brecht 
Long time parishioner, Paul Brecht went home to the 
Lord, January 12, 2020. Paul left a generous bequest to 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish in his will.  
 
Please remember St. Mary Magdalene Parish in your 
will.. 
 
 

Something to Think About… 
Arguments never settle things,  

but prayer changes things. 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Advisory Councils 

Parish Pastoral Council Finance Council 

Patricia Albacete  
Linda Atkins 

Lois Campbell 
Denise Charron-Prochownik 

Anne Kovalan-Santoni 
Peter Lahoda 

Teresa Maynor 
Joan Price 

Janice Reed 
Dante Romito 
Eric Setzler 

Geloria White 
 

Pastoral Council meets 
on the 3

rd 
Monday  

of the month. 

Martin Albacete 
David Aleva 

Christopher Benec 
Linda Burke 

Michael Myers 
Michael Polite 

Judy Prata 
Bill Rawlings 
Mara Sullivan 
Victor Thorpe 

 
 
 
Finance Council meets 

on 4
th 

Monday 
 of the month. 

Advisory Councils 
Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council meeting 
minutes are on our website. 
 

If you wish a paper copy of the minutes, please con-
tact the Parish Office at 412.661.7222. 

Father Taylor’s Reflection 
 

All of us know that waiting can be 
difficult and time consuming. This 
is true even if we know it is for our 
own good and the welfare of oth-
ers.  Waiting for a doctors’  ap-
pointment can be difficult and full 
of stress, but it is worth the  effort. 
Indeed there can be even more 
stress and waiting for test re-

sults.  In the last few months many have stood in long 
lines at food markets and pharmacies.  The purpose, of 
course, is to make things safer for all of us.   
 
Jesus is reminding his disciples and followers to wait for 
the coming of the Spirit. Their lives were spent in prayer, 
but their faith was fragile.  Much of our faith relies on 
trust that the Lord will come to us in all times of need.  
Waiting on things to get better Is the beginning of mak-
ing them happen. Mary and the disciples knew this. We 
know that we will overcome the pandemic which makes 
life difficult for all of us.  
 
Yes, we  have to wait, but the faith we share together 
can sustain us . We will overcome and life will be better. 

As a Faith Community, we pray for those 

who request prayers for all situations. 
 

Gail Britanik, Bridget Costello,  
Mary Lou Laird, Patricia Marino, Deanna Nebel,  

Dominic Nebel, Emily Reiling,  
Marion Reynoso, James & Rose Smith,  

and Arlene Trichtinger 
 

We pray for those affected by the coronavirus, COVID-19: 
those who are ill; healthcare and frontline workers; 
religious and government leaders; and everyone im-
pacted in any way. 
 

If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please call the Parish Office or email 
craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org. 
 

The names will be published in the bulletin and on the 
website. 

Information during the Pandemic 

Sunday Masses will be broadcast on Saturdays on 
Facebook/Live streamed at 4 pm and available on 
YouTube at 5:30 pm. 
 

Facebook: Saint Mary Magdalene Parish, @smmppgh  
YouTube: St. Mary Magdalene Parish PGH  
 

The parish website will be updated as information is 
available, saintmarymagdalenepgh.org. 
 

Bulletins and Living Faith books are available at the 
Parish Office. 
 

All our churches are closed until further notice. 

Virtual Faith Sharing on ZOOM! 
Join fellow parishioners on ZOOM on Sunday,       
May 24, from 2 to 3 pm for an informal time of faith 
sharing. The link to the meeting and the topic is sent 
by email and is also on the homepage of our website. 
 

In this difficult time, this is an opportunity to connect 
with one another in a meaningful way. We hope you 
can join us! 
 

If you currently do not receive emails from the parish 
and would like to, please send your email address to 
craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org. 

 

John J. Burns 
 

Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord;  and let  
perpetual light shine upon him.  May his soul,  

and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen  
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Saint Mary Magdalene CCD Students  Prayer to Blessed Mary  
by Xavier Hay - 6th grade 

 

Hail Mary Mother of God, thank you  

for being with us and helping us  

to always do the right thing.  

You continue to lead us by setting  

good examples through your son Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish Walk 
Team is organizing for this year’s Walk for a Healthy 

Community hosted by Highmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield.   
 

Each year, our walk team and their sponsors raise 
enough funds to cover our costs for grocery products for 
a year at the Gr. Pittsburgh Community Food Bank for 
our pantries at Holy Rosary, our Social Ministry Center 
in Wilkinsburg, and our distribution to seniors at the Eva 
Mitchell Hi-Rise in Lincoln-Lemington.   
 

This year’s walk will be a little different because of the 
pandemic.  The walk will be a virtual walk (but a real 
walk). Our team will walk in small groups or individually 
between May 9 and June 30 for the 5 K event (on a  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

treadmill, park or trail, or around the neighborhoods 
where we live).   
 

This is a critical fundraiser for our parish pantries and 
needed this coming fiscal year (July 2020 – June 2021). 
Please participate in whatever way you can!   
 

It is not too late to join our team or become a sponsor, 
visit:   
http:/hcf.convio.net/goto/stmarymagdaleneteam;  
make a check out to Gr. Pittsburgh Community Food 
Bank and put “The Walk” on the memo line and send it 
or drop it off at the rectory, or call Joyce, Team Captain, 
at 412.271.8414.   
 

Thanks to all who have already registered and/or al-
ready generously sponsored a walker or the team! 



 

Good and Loving God,  
 

Surround those who are graduating with your grace. 
 

Bless them with hope so that they move  

into the future with eager hearts. 
 

Help them to put the knowledge, skills, and insights  

gained through their education to use  

for the good of all humankind. 
 

Inspire them to believe in the goodness of life  

even when faced with challenges and difficulties. 
 

As they commence with their lives,  

may they grow ever more grateful and wise. 
 

All of this we ask in the name  

of Jesus, your beloved Son.   
 

Amen 

For all who are graduating in 2020… 

 

Congratulations 
 

Jeffrey and Sylvia Sng Villanueva had their marriage validated by Fr. Tom Burke on Saturday, May 16, 
2020.  Sylvia also completed the RCIA. program and received the Sacraments of Baptism, First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation. 
 

Best wishes to Jeffrey, Sylvia and son, Anthony, on their move to Syracuse. 
 

Special thanks to Teresa Maynor, Director of Religious Education, and Tim McCartney, RCIA instructor for 
their leadership. 


